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A near friend 1s better

Editor’s note: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is scheduled to visit
China and meet Chinese leaders on Oct 25-27. This is the first official visit
paid by Japanese Prime Minister in seven years, and it coincides with the
40th anniversary of the enactment of the China-Japan Treaty of Peace and
Friendship on Oct 23, 1978. What can we expect out of this visit? How can
the two countries enhance ties? Five experts shared their views on the issue
with China Daily’s Liv Jianna. Excerpts follow:

Closer ties would be
mutually beneficial

Zhou Weisheng, a
professor at
Japan Ritsumei-
kan University

Due to external causes and his-
torical disputes, relations between
China and Japan have endured
many twists and turns. So as to safe-
guard the two sides’ interests and
the overall development of North-
cast Asia, it is essential for the two
countries to establish a relationship
that will not be easily swayed by a
third party and sign a fifth political
document based on consensus on
the long-term development of bilat-
eral relations.

At the moment the unilateralism
and American First policy of the
Donald Trump administration have
to certain extent weakened the
US-Japan alliance, which has made
Japan attach more importance to
economic and trade cooperation
with China. Just as Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe said in May, China and
Japan have entered an era of coor-
dination. Meanwhile worsening
trade relations with the United
States have also pushed China to
establish closer ties with Japan.

On one hand, Japan's economy
has encountered many difficulties
after 20 years of sluggish economic
growth due to various factors
including its slow decision-making
process and limited domestic mar-
ket. On the other hand, Japan’s
industrial base, manufacturing
technology and GDP base all boast a
huge advantage, to which a Japa-
nese Nobel Prize winner each year
for 18 years well attests,

Either from a social perspective
or an economic perspective, China
and Japan could and should devel-
op a partnership that is comple-
mentary and mutually beneficial in
nature, Japan can offer much valua-
ble experience and lessons for Chi-

na in terms of population aging,
healthcare, environmental protec-
tion, real estate and soon,astoa
large degree Japan's present is likely
China's future. Besides China offers
a massive and attractive market for
Japan to make full use of its techno-
logical and capital advantages.

In addition, beginning with more
cooperation on infrastructure, ener-
gy, environment and transportation
in other countries, the two neigh-
bors could expand their coopera-
tion in third-party markets and
make the cake of shared interests
larger by offering financial incen-
tives and policy support.

Despite the potential benefits to
Japan’s economy, Japan remains
hesitant to fully embrace the Belt
and Road Initiative, To seize the
opportunities of the times, it needs
to gain a more comprehensive and
objective understanding of the Initi-
ative. The Belt and Road Initiative
Japan Research Center was estab-
lished to this end on Nov 30 last
year. Just as Japan is the biggest
contributor to sustaining Chinese
character (hanzi) culture, it could
also make a big contribution in the
Initiative and possibly a joint
Research Fund for Belt and Road
Initiative could lead the way.

Consensus on
trade expected

One of the most anticipated and
desired outcomes of Abe's visit to
China would be the two countries
agreeing to work together to safe-
guard the multilateral trade system
and issue a statement to that effect.
This would mark Japan loosening
itself from the embrace of the Unit-
ed States and moving closer to Chi-
na. Leaning toward China on the
economic and trade front is not
easy for Japan, but it would be quite
significant and conducive to both
countries in the long term. Despite
its oppasition to the US' unilateral-
ism and American First policy,
Japan dare not voice its discontent
to its patron. While together with
the US and the European Union,

Zhou Yongsheng,
a professor at the
Institute of Japa-
nese Studies, Chi-
na Foreign
" Atfairs Universi-
~N ty
Japan accuses China of infringing
on intellectual property and con-
ducting unfair trade practices. In
this sense it would mean a lot to the
future of multilateral trade and glo-
balization if the two could bridge
their differences and reach a con-
Sensus.

Recently Trump's unilateralism
and American First policy have
hammered Japan so much that it
has sought to enhance its coopera-
tion with China to gain more lee-
way. Besides China forms an
important part of the massive free
trade zone that Japan wishes to
build for its long-term growth
prospects, widening the appeal of
China’s market at the moment.

Generally speaking the China-Ja-
pan-Republic of Korea free trade
agreement and the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership
would offer unparalleled opportuni-
ties for China, Japan and East Asia
in general. Furthermore, this is the
key to offset the US’ trade bullying
against China and Japan and
expand the two's development
space and room to maneuver. Thus
the two neighbors should take a
more proactive attitude toward the
agreement and the RCEP.

Immense opportunities
for their collaboration

Hu Mingyuan, a
research fellow at
the Center for
Northeast Asian
Studies, Jilin
Academy of Social
Sciences

Apart from strengthening eco-
nomic cooperation, China and
Japan need to break the ice in their
political relations and promote
mutual political trust through Abe's
visit. Hopefully the two sides can
achieve a breakthrough in terms of
the Belt and Road Initiative and
reinforce communication and coor-
dination on Taiwan, the South Chi-
na Sea and Diaoyu Island issues.

With the ongoing China-US trade



FE L COMRABAR Nentn Tt 13 00

A near friend is better than a distant relative

LR i) iy P Newiawy Danso AN o st bl & v
Chin and ot Ol Inadere on ONF 3622 Thax b O flowe ol piet

L e e e
N O Sy s Lie Awnna. Kaowryes fllos:

Claser tes would be

I T of pupedation agex

ot Uhin v 15 EuTeae 33

wn Winahung o
P o
A v
[ ALY

e %o aserral caano wad b

thon, rral ontate aad wo R, - W 4
L den o Laguu | joow 3 0 oy
Ohtmn's bty Sovidon Chirws offem

2 s d ETACEVC

e weras Wit e A ML T
posies ol o

Acpen b dais 5w of b teckao

Salation £ e
e LO@rTcon A 1A 3 06y
-

o al and Speal ad cewapa
s w¥rre,

Recowdy Tresg
wnd Asserices Pt pabicy hane
e

mnch et &

(hima wwd Jagan harve codared
oty tawts sl burea S0 m b e
vt B twve s TarTeeo end
e overall Sowwhcpawrs of Noede
et Asba, ¥ 1s el for e Pen
e b sslabied o i oerhey
hat will ot be ooy reyed by 8
Bard party and wgs & (08 pobacd
Bwterd Y]

o vl s o Now 6V

Mum’t‘v‘-.u‘
Bt U il trmbe et
et B et

1t 0 et ather b, Doga's

This okt sk Jupas busmsig
[T deme i the Lwt

Srvhumdenty el U b & bt o
taagx aOcurtage 13 Wi 4 lige

o St il g ot s Ul
e Lonsing wewe (hams ot
a e Al el 8L et
an a lapad e E weisd de aie

commtres B The long e, Denpite

VIEWS

At B £ T g v
R st
Japens noed %o bevalk O v B e
el rvlat e ou el prusen
L L R
e lh—t&umu‘-_

o

ﬁun‘ld_v.‘

—n.mumm
s s ik (s St s
Wi the coguing Ohizas L7 coade

e i g ot of s Sagn e
T W0 b ity 30 e
U reas fnrr

Asia and Europe work together to meet challenges

Ldtbor’s mebe: 1w P, providon o the Comew Acaderg o Socel Korven, delrernd
Fromonck Forew. which wor held (x B, fedgioom, sn O

g o oty conmtews bl b copel reflones

v, v LS haw Slochnd the selocrion of
Jodges ot dwe WTO Agpede Body mahing
the

prrpeme soent e and womodnod st
thes Dl mATPOvETaEeTt s

WO dopone
taetiocTe se S sther tund endaterd
v.c-.--\pﬁtuh--m

et preveesed

o e Urstod Simmen. e LS

doller. w well o OrTey
othey povemaos, and meaetary s iy
-—m-ﬁ-mhﬂdn

Sk s e
‘v—ﬁdd*!t*bﬁ

TRy Tt
i 2005, B U8 ocvneway b Sagiy ity
e sl Lrood and e werd

wade trictions
mwummu’mo—n\-
e 20 chiokos S te v o tnde ortals
e, v Imegieg e s e frede
Iarriers w Ohe merbd

The 13 b sbensng aatemad secortt %o
CEOAmETE tral A SR THIN Prenoc
1w b i by el ihervese

aad seo CxpioTY NEY WBoEreS
VTR W DOSTIE CIVres s
et wnttuteem & bestaee KAL)
rveesecet

Amone xhesine Exaestem ryveers
woud aie sk 3 Sovev Salece beterin
imnefiostaad Jroperty protecties sod the &
Fevae o P Wnivaed g e suore
oy

FIT 00 ANTALY (RADGE e M4 D TSR
wnd wrve P Tvntg o Gt
oot e

iy e in

il

Secord. we need

ey w4 whole wil e
£rwwth This i very uniimieruiie e the

- e
St Saoet 1 by Semmerit lees
e rickatsoe of 13 owe (vrER Ty, the

e
The United Sates s e adbvisin] & g

e S Une waidaier
w agrerwan wated Jevaaht srbace
Bren by e mATr e Sem—
wach 3o the coevetm vn chte chaner

et e corntram O o o Do pargn wond

Fonady | -
iy 0 el bt oy View o the Bk el
Rl btattve v e B1 srwhery of Cre

kit gy vl Dt gdien. e ol

ey P

o e D
17 el bty 13 the werh] W areen e
e T
Tl e e Gasing grese Brmeta
m

™ f—
ol it st (b b ity o

m-ln&nﬂh-nl-n.

ol Ty
Aniad el L g s and e duedd

and wwed
nd gudnies be et ugndees and
M facten

—

I

. e
Woar 2 The pohiem 1wt that Ra L has
P

-’v&;‘“ n

e By wd vhabaiety of Ve wed evvm
Ay et pudtas

The Waiksiioe Gunpady s potly Sut 3o e
cewerdid

By st w0 e G Ve

of 0 e landy, cmmng e b
e s *.b—n“d
m-\-n.-‘“

el
".-udb“h.-r
>

Towrge
and Auks o Baghly comabtees wieh (s
Bt ot BTy, acd Tw Ten
h:mmm

mAerese rates by S Pod Aprther with fae

i e workd e whwsle O the one

et mechaniem and rrwdle K W owver &
wide tangr ol Trade dupnter and sppont

commem., ( wrateyy of Conowcting faope
A3 i ! G B ® wwd Rad bt
wil achacve effecive aborwnend s
broomes w1 Snportans piesrrs o A I

ope




